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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, KU, IZ, IR 

SUBJECT: IRAQI-KUWAITI FRONTIER DEVELOPMENTS 
REF: KUWAIT 5523 

1. BAATH PAPER ATH-THAWRA ON JANUARY 3 DEVOTED LONG 
EDITORIAL TO ALLEGED KUWAITI PRESS CAMPAIGN AGAINT IRAQ. 
EDITORIAL ATTRIBUTES TIMING OF CAMPAIGN TO PARLIAMENTARY 
ELECTIONS IN KUWAIT. ON KEY ISSUE OF DEMARCATING BORDER, 
EDITORIAL CLAIMS IRAQ HAS FROM BEGINNING WISHED TO SETTLE 
MATTER IN MANNER CONTRIBUTING TO BROTHERLY RELATIONS AND 
HIGHER INTEREST OF ARAB GULF. EDITORIAL SAYS 

IRAQ HAS PRESENTED TO KUWAIT "PRACTICAL AND FLEXIBLE 
PROPOSALS" TO RESOLVE ISSUE ONCE AND FOR ALL. 

2. EDITORIAL MENTIONS CONFUSION OVER RETURN VISIT OF RCC 
VICE CHAIRMAN SADDAM HUSSEIN TO KUWAIT AND SAYS THAT VISIT 
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FOR SUCCESS REQUIRE THAT KUWAIT FORMULATE ITS POSITION ON 
IRAQI PROPOSALS ON DEMARCATION. SINCE KUWAIT HAS NOT YET 
DONE SO, NO SPECIFIC DATE FOR VISIT HAS BEEN SET. 

3. EDITORIAL CONCLUDES: "WE AWAIT OPINION OF KUWAITI 
BROTHERS CONCERNING OUR PROPOSALS ON BORDER DEMARCATION. 
MEANWHILE, ALL PARTIES SHOULD PURSUE A PATH TO CONSOLIDATE 
HIGHER INTERESTS OF ARAB NATION". 

4. COMMENT: FAR FROM CALMING SITUATION, EDITORIAL 
APPEARS DESIGNED TO PRESSURE KUWAIT TO RESPOND TO IRAQI 
PROPOSALS (WHICH, AT LAST REPORT, STILL INCLUDED DEMAND FOR 
SOME FORM OF EXTRATERRITORIAL RIGHTS OVER BUBIYAN AND WARBA 
ISLANDS) AND ABOVE ALL NOT TO RELY ON ANY NON-ARAB SUPPORT 

IN DISPUTE WITH "BROTHERLY ARAB". DESPITE IRAQ'S 
PROVOCATIVE BEHAVIOR, IT IS DIFFICULT TO BELIEVE IT WILL 
PERMIT MILITARY ESCALATION OF DIFFERENCE AT TIME WHEN OVER 
80 PERCENT OF ITS ARMY ENGAGED AGAINST KURDS. 
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